BILDESTON PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the meeting held in Chamberlin Hall

 on Monday, 14th October, 2013 at 7.30 pm

           In attendance:

Councillors:
A Guttridge (Chairman)


D Dempsey



R Lester

R Lindsay


R Taylor

Also Present:
Councillor Mrs J Antill (Suffolk County Council)


D Blackburn (Clerk)


Councillor Guttridge opened the meeting and welcomed everyone present.

C104/13/14
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P Cousins and D Drury, District Councillor D Keane and PCSO J Fudge.
C105/13/14
DECLARATIONS OF PECUNIARY AND NON-PECUNIARY INTERESTS
The Clerk recorded non-pecuniary interests in respect of Councillors Taylor and Lester by reason of them being members of the Sportsfield Management Committee and Kings Pightle Trust and Councillor Guttridge by reason of him being an employee of Suffolk County Council.
;
C106/13/14
DISPENSATIONS IN RESPECT OF PECUNIARY INTERESTS


There were none.

C107/13/14
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING


It was AGREED: That the minutes of the meeting held on 9th September, 2013 be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record. 
C108/13/14
POLICE REPORT

There had been 3 crimes recorded for the period 7th September to 13th October, 2013 compared with 11 for the same period in the previous year. The crimes related to a theft, a malicious communication and an assault. The Police had taken some initial steps to address the problem of parking near to road junctions in the village and it was noted that yellow lines had been re-painted outside Bank House Stores.

It was AGREED: That the Police report be received and noted.
C109/13/14  SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL REPORT
Councillor Mrs Antill reported upon:
· A budget consultation by the County Council as it sought to save £156 million over 4 years.
· The adoption of the Suffolk Growth Strategy with encouragement of inward investment and targeted support through training and work experience opportunities for young people.
· The proposed A14 road upgrade which the Government proposes to be part financed through tolling which would put businesses in Suffolk at a disadvantage.
· Distraction robberies at Ipswich and Sudbury which local parishioners should note in case they visited either train station.

· The County Highways contract from 1st October would be delivered by Kier MG. The new contractor had been asked to prioritise safety related issues and overcome delays that had been experienced with small projects.

· Wider use of 20mph speed limits across the County was being considered amongst a range of traffic calming measures as part of a review by a Policy Panel.
Councillor Antill confirmed that a new village sign would be provided on the outskirts of Bildeston on Ipswich Road as had been proposed at the previous meeting.
It was AGREED: That the report be received and noted.
C110/13/14
DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORT
There was no report from the District Council on this occasion.
C111/13/14  TRAFFIC CALMING MEASURES – GATEWAY TREATMENTS AND VAS
The Clerk referred to communications with the County Council over the Gateway Treatments and procurement of a Vehicle Activation Sign. It was noted that the policy over deployment of additional VAS equipment in Suffolk was currently under review by the County Council principally to consider whether the increased presence of such equipment in villages might have a reduced effect on driver behaviour.
It was AGREED: 
a. That County Councillor Antill and the Clerk make further enquiries of the County Council concerning its standpoint in connection with the purchase and licensing of VAS equipment in Bildeston; 
b. That the implementation of a 20 mph speed limit in Bildeston be formally considered as an agenda item at the next meeting of the Parish Council; and
c. That the Speeder Gun be re-calibrated by the Clerk at such time as Community Speedwatch operations re-commence in the village. 
C112/13/14
SKATE PARK - OPENING EVENT, LAND OWNERSHIP AND SITE IMPROVEMENTS

The Council discussed the success of the opening event for the Skate Park and the popularity of the new facility with young people in the village. Access arrangements and site improvements within the vicinity of the Skate Park were considered and further actions approved.
It was AGREED: 
a. That 2 bins and a picnic bench be purchased and installed near to the Skate Park at locations to be approved by the Chair and Vice-Chair; and
b. That the football goal at the Skate Park end be taken to the Sportsfield by Councillors Taylor and Lester.

C113/13/14 
UPDATE ON VILLAGE AMENITIES

Councillor Lester reported that the improvement and maintenance of facilities at the Sportsfield was being examined with measures to be implemented from the Sportsfield’s funds. A Management Plan was being developed which would be incorporated within the overall Village Scheme that was being developed. The availability of the Sportsfield Pavilion for functions was being promoted in “The Bugle”. 

It was AGREED:  That the report be received and noted.
C114/13/14  CLERK’S UPDATE

The Clerk confirmed that:

· There had been no specific interest from local residents to the article in “The Bugle” about re-commencing the village’s participation in events with former seamen who had served aboard HMS Bildeston. 
· A liaison meeting would be held at Wattisham on Wednesday evening of that week. 
· A letter had been prepared on behalf of the Parish Council thanking Mr Trevor Scarfe for his long and distinguished service to the village in the capacity of Clock Winder. It was noted that Mr Scarfe’s retirement had received widespread coverage in the local media as had the appointment of Mr Timm Joy as his replacement. 
· The undergrowth at Brooksfield which had been raised at previous meetings had been reported to Babergh District Council.
C115/13/14   PARISH COUNCIL VACANCIES
The Clerk confirmed that the Parish Council was free to fill both vacancies arising from the resignations of Councillors Joanne Cartwright and Neville Tye by way of cooption.

It was AGREED:  That the 2 vacancies be advertised in the next edition of “The Bugle” with expressions of interest to be notified to the Clerk and interested parties be invited to attend the next meeting of the Parish Council.

C116/13/14  
MATTERS CONSIDERED AT THE PREVIOUS MEETING

All matters had been dealt with elsewhere in the agenda.
C117/13/14
QUARTERLY FINANCE REPORT

The Clerk submitted the quarterly finance report and identified that a grant in respect of the Skate Park had been received 2 days after the end of the quarter which meant that the Skate Park Fund now had a positive balance. Funding had been received from all sponsors and the bill for the total cost of the project had been paid less the retention agreed with the supplier. It was noted that funds were available to implement the decision taken at a previous meeting to invest £20,000 in an investment product. 

It was AGREED: 

a. That the Finance Report for the Second Quarter be approved; and

b. That £20,000 be invested in a one year bond with Nationwide International Ltd.
C118/13/14  AUTHORISATION OF PAYMENTS AND NOTING OF RECEIPTS

It was AGREED: That the following payments be approved and receipts be noted:

Payments:
	Payee


	Description
	Amount
(incl VAT)

	Eastern Facilities Management Solutions
	Grounds Maintenance - Sportsfield
	689.24

	Mr P Cousins
	Skate Park Opening Event Sundries
	44.16

	Karzees
	Skate Park
	120.00

	David Blackburn
	Clerk’ Pay
	169.80

	David Blackburn
	Clerk’s Expenses
	40.40

	Eastern Facilities Management Solutions
	Grounds Maintenance – Coronation Playground
	142.92

	Eastern Facilities Management Solutions
	Grounds Maintenance –
Grove Cemetery
	515.48

	Broad Fencing
	Kings’ Pightle –

Replacement Gate
	228.00

	Stowmarket Town Council
	Paper and Copying – 1 Year
	52.94

	T Scarfe
	Clock Winder’s Fee – Part Year
	68.32

	HMRC
	PAYE to end of September
	339.60



Receipts:

	Payee
	Description
	Amount
(incl VAT)

	Babergh District Council
	Precept
	8,917.50

	Babergh District Council
	Section 106 Funding
	17,919.76

	Babergh District Council
	Community Grant
	14,116.00


C119/13/14    PLANNING MATTERS


Planning Appendix A: Planning Applications Consultation

Items for comment by the Parish Council

	Application Number:
	B/13/00840

	Location:
	Busy Lizzie Cottage, 96 High Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EB

	Proposal:
	Application for Listed Building Consent - Installation of satellite dish.

	Decision:
	No Objection (ratified at meeting following submission of response between meetings by Clerk).


	Application Number:
	B/13/01084

	Location:
	14 Chapel Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EP

	Proposal:
	Reduce crown by 3.5m, spread by 2-2.5m, and thin crown by 15% to 1 No Maple tree.

	Decision:
	No Objection




Planning Appendix B: Determined by Babergh District Council

	Application Number:
	B/13/00932

	Location:
	Weavers Cottage, 37 Chapel Street, Bildeston, IPSWICH, IP7 7EP

	Proposal:
	Erection of Summerhouse.

	Decision:
	Approved


C120/13/14    MATTERS TO BE BROUGHT TO THE ATTENTION OF THE COUNCIL


Councillor Dempsey raised the proposed acquisition of adult outdoor exercise equipment and the Clerk undertook to investigate further with a view to an article being placed in a future edition of “The Bugle”.
The Parish Council considered an approach that had been received from a local band to play at the Christmas Lights Switch On. The consensus was that the event should continue in the same format as in previous years.

Councillor Taylor referred to the successful efforts of a Working Group at Kings’ Pightle in dealing with Himalayan Balsam.

The Chair raised Remembrance and it was noted that he would represent the Parish Council at the village’s Remembrance event. Councillor Lester would liaise with the Church.

It was AGREED: 

a. That the Village’s Grounds Maintenance Requirements be considered as an agenda item at the next meeting; and

b. That a wreath be purchased for the Remembrance Service by the Clerk and a donation of £!00 be made to the Royal British Legion.
C121/13/14   PUBLIC SESSION

There were no issues raised.
C122/13/14
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC

It was AGREED: That by virtue of the provision of section 1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted.

C123/13/14
CONFIDENTIAL BUSINESS

The Council received an update on the sale of the parishioner’s house, the removal and cataloguing of historical records, the costs of folders for the records and the legal costs that had been incurred so far.  

The meeting closed at 9.35pm.
Chairman ………………………………………………

Date……………………………………………….
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